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This Week 


The Maids- Tempo 5/18. 
Revival of Genet's play 
with Julie Bovasso, Phena 
Darner, directed by Bill 
Penn. Also Gallant Cassian 
an adult puppet play by Art- 
hur Schnitzler, 4 St Marks 
Fi, 


The Man With the Golden 
Arm-Cherry Lane 5721 - 
Morrison-MacMillen-Blum 
production with Fred O Neal, 
staged by Louis MacMillen, 


Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


The Iceman Cometh-Circle in Square 5/8. Six 
NYC daily critics approved O'Neill revival staged by 
Jose Quintero. Four and 3/4 hour drama whichstarts 
nightly at 7 30 PM was billed a major production of 
a major theatre work by Atkinson, Times. Quintero 
has succeeded, Times man added, in bringing every 
part of the script alive in the theatre. Large cast 
shared acting honors. Sensitive, complex and varied 
performances from all concerned, noted Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, Watts, Post, one of majority who singled out 
Jason Rebards, Jr, as Hickey, as the outstanding actor 
in the cast. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, bets 
that O'Neill would be enormously pleased with the pro- 
duction which does not have a single dull minute in it, 


Though McClain, Journal American, approved of the 
competent production, he heared that the play's mess- 
age is too elusive and depressing. 


The Littlest Revue-Phoen- 


ix 5/22. Revue with sketches 


with Charlotte Rae, Larry 
Storch, Joel Gray, Tammy Gr- Kiss Me Kate- City Center 5/9. Second musical 


imes. revival of NYC Light Opera Company won unanimous, 
though sometimes, mild approval of critics. Well sung, 
well played Cole Porter revival, summed up Atkinson, 
Times. Director Burt Shevelove was praised for put- 
Three Times Three-Chanin ting a polished touch on large show. David Atkinson 
5/23...Ivory Branch-Province- and Kitty Carlisle were praised by all, though none 
town 5/24... Four Dolls on Dime _ thought them better than the original leads, On 5th 
5/26. ..Mfs. Warren Profession viewing, McClain, Journal American, still found the 
-Davenport 5/29. musical a pleasure. A joyful evening, added World- 
Telegram & Sun aisle-sitter. Minor praises filed 
by Kerr, Herald Tribune, and Watts, Post, Former 
listing it as entertaining, but not vivacious, 


Next 


Interview Hi-Lite 


The success of Jason Robards, 
Jr, Iceman Cometh, follows fam- 


ily tradition, notes Hawkins, WT 


The Lovers- Beck 5/10. -5/12. Three impressive 
pro notices from Times, Mirror and Journal American 
&S. Robards, Sr played the lead were not enough to keep Playwrights Co-Gale Styne pro- 
in Seventh Heaven and then be- duction of Leslie Stevens new play alive past the week- 
came a film star. Sr. never gave end. Times critic thought script was an impressive work 
Jr.,any advice about acting ex- of art, Other two critics admitted show lacked popular 
cept saying it was "heartbreak." appeal, but they respected and admired it. Con side head- 
ed by Kerr, Herald Tribune, who found substance thin. 
Too stuffy, added Chapman, News. Inneffectual, noted 
Watts, Post. 
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The Ziegfeld Follies , which has already 
cost its backers more than $400,000 closed 
down in Philadelphia and is now scheduled to 
open in New York Sept 21. Producers Richard 
Kollmar and James W Gardiner said the show 
would be "refinanced" and that changes would 
be made in both the sketches and the product- 
ion, It was originally scheduled to open May 
26 at the Winter Garden. 


Plays 


The Lovers, Time Limit and Admirable 
Bashville closed... Middle of Night will vac- 
ation from June 30 to August 27... The Lark 
will close June 2... The Great Sebastians will 
close June 2...Robert Whitehead and Hecht- 
Lancaster will present Seperate Tables Oct 
25 with Eric Portman and Margaret Leighton. 


Players 


Billy Gilbert and Lawrence Tibbett re- 
place Walter Slezak and Ezio Pinza in Fanny 
June 4... Albert Marre may replace Marshall 
Jamison as Shangri-La director...Louis Cal- 
hern, 62, died on location for film 'Teahouse 
of August Moon" in Japan of heart attack... 
Julie Oshins, 50, died of heart attack. 


Other Broadways 


Burgess Meredith stars in Hamlet at 
Baylor Theatre, Waco, Texas in an experi- 
mental production in which 3 masked, gray- 
clad "shadow" Hamlets feed and echo lines 
pertinent to the psychological conception... 
The Best of Steinbeck with Constance Ben- 
nett, Tod Andrews and Robert Strauss will 
tour next season starting Oct 8 in St Louis. 
..-Shangri-La will lay-off a week in Bos- 
ton rehearsing new material prior to May 
22 opening in Philadelphia. 


Award File 


The Diary of Anne Frank added to 
its award basket by winning the Pulitzer 
Prize. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


Helen Hayes Drama Group will pre- 
sent "Lovers, Villians and Fools" on CBS 
Radio Workshop Friday May 18...May 22 
performance of Waiting for Godot has 
been cancelled to allow E. G, Marshall to 
fulfill an NBC TV commitment, June 5 per- 
formance of Fallen Angels cancelled to 
permit Nancy Walker to appear on NBC TV 
Playwrights Co production of "Nick and 
Lefty.""...NBC TV planning 2 hour live 
production of Crime and Punishment this 
fall...Harold Rome planning to do orig- 
inal score for TV adaption of 'Mary Pop- 
ins,'' on CBS TV Ford. 


Theatre Record Notes 


New Faces of 1956 original cast al- 
bum to be made by RCA Victor... The 
Most Happy Fella original cast discs" 
by Columbia will be released in 2 12 in- 
ch LP, the set priced at $9.98. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Shaw's Saint Joan to be filmed by 
Otto Preminger and relesed through 
United Artists...Oedipus Rex film made 
by Stratford, Ontario Festival , directed 
by Tyrone. 


Vaudeville Notes 


Gus Van heads Palace show with 
Danny Crystle, Joe Termini, Christine 
& Moll, Doris & Robert, and Trotter 
Brothers. 


Summer Theatre 


Show Boat opens at Jones Beach 
June 21... Westbury, LI, Music Fair 
opens June 18 with King and I, tent is 
near Westbury Drive in Theatre. King and 
I will play June 18 to June 30. 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


ADD GODOT IDEAS... Theatre critics may think Waiting for Godot is new, but art critic 
Genauer, Herald Tribune, bills it as merely the echoes of stale, puerile surrealism. 
She fears that in play the timeless and moving theme has been given an embarrassing- 
ly dated treatment... Watts, Post, is amazed and delighted that so few people appear 
outraged by its controversial brilliance... An esoteric what's it and who's it, labels 
Coleman, Mirror. 


PULITZER POPULAR... Times editorial lauded choice of Pulitzer Prize to Diary of 
Anne Frank as a popular one. The play by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
makes a memorable evening in the theatre. 


COLUMN TIPS...Ethel Merman has an option in writing from the Shuberts for leasing 
the Majestic whenever her new musical is ready, reports Lyons... Wilson denied 
story he printed about conflict among Janus cast if Imogene Coca enters cast... 
Irving Berlin will be the sole backer of his new musical Sentimental Guy. 


DRAMA MAILBOX... Why hasn't one professional critic had the courage to brand Wait- 
ing for Godot, asks a Times reader... If NY's Central Park can add parking lots, 
why not a city sponsored summer music circus ala Philadelphia's tent project, 
suggestsa C,D,. subscriber. 


EVERYBODY'S A CRITIC...An actress in Vienna production of The Dark is Light Enough 
was accused of boxing the ears of a drama critic who criticized her performance 
the first night. She said she did not regret her action, which she said was designed 
to protect other actors from the critic, Reuters reports. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Prize for worst American play of year goes to Deadfall, with 
Beautiful Changes not far behind, rates Nathan, Journal American... .A public clear- 
ing house by which charities could get a fairer percentage of money raised via 
benefit performances, proposed by McClain, Journal American, .. Variety pre- 
dicts that only 9 current Broadway shows will last the summer. Most Happy Fella, 
Mr. Wonderful, My Fair Lady, Damn Yankee, Pajama Game, Cat on Hot Tin Roof, 
Matchmaker, No Time for Sergeant are the guesses of the trade paper. 


PROS & CONS BY T.M.K C——F 


Iceman Cometh excellent production A slightly dangerous trend has taken 
at Circle brings the focus of theatre to hold of the theatre within the past several 
Off Broadway. Even though it was orig- weeks, NBC TV bought out the May 22 
inally presented uptown, no group since performance of Waiting for Godot to 
has presented this long O'Neill play or allow its stars to appear on a TV show, 
any other play longer than two and a and June performance of Fallen Angels 
half hours, It is just as worthwhile and cancelled for same reason, It is too bad 
experimental to present long, good plays when theatre-goers can't buy enough seats 
as it is to present new kinds of plays. in advance to stop such a thing from happen- 


ing. 


| 


OFF 


BROADWAY 


Admirable Bashville and A Month in 
Country closed...The Snob by Carl 
Ternheim will be presented weekends 
at St John's Theatre, 224 Waverly Pl... 
William Gyimes will present 4 short 
French plays under title Grand Guignol 
at Temple Theatre, 214 E 14, starting May 
30... Clay Corbin will costar with Muriel 
Rahn and Diana Barrymore in The Ivory 
Branch, May 24 at Provincetown. 


Absalom inspite of some fine acting, 
good direction, talented writing and an in- 
teresting theme seems much longer than 
the 2 hours it takes, noted Herridge, Post. 
Presented by Artists Theatre at 122-and 
Ave play by Lionel Abel seems more for 
the discussion platform than for the thea- 
tre. 


A Doll's House revival at Greenwich 
Mews, 141 W 13, drew 2 pro notices from 
Atkinson, Times, and Herridge, Post. For- 
mer admitted Ibsen classic has lost its 
ability to shock, but thanks in large part 
to acting of Maurine Holbert as Nora the 
play is still sober and impressive. Post 
editor agreed that her performance kept 
play absorbing. 


The Lower Depths presented by Con- 
temporary Theatre at 15 -2nd Ave drew a 


pair of split notices, Frank, Womens Wear, 


thought group presented Gorky classic 
with strength and compassion, He noted 
some minor acting faults that he felt dir- 
ector could overcome, But Herridge, Post, 
thought script today seemed a caricature 
by today's slum standards and dated badly. 
Only merits she found were several worth- 
while character studies. 


THEATRE 


BOOK 
COMMENTS 


"Oscar Hammerstein I"' by Vincent 
Sheean ( Simon & Schuster) presents a 
fabulous figure in a well written book, 
praises Nichols, Times, Author does not 
make excuses for some of the less entic- 
ing ways of his subject. 


"Maude Adams: An Intimate Por- 
trait" by Phyllis Robbins is something 
less than a model biography, comments 
Coleman, Mirror, but it reads interesting- 
ly, contains a mass of important material 
for students and boasts a rare array of 
photographs of the Adams family. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 


My Fair Lady album (Columbia) shows 
that score is more memorably melodic than 
is immediately apparent. Disc is a joy, 
raves Wilson, Times, from beginning to end 
and ranks with the very best of original 
cast discs, 


For Stage Struck Only 

*Keep fully informed the easy way of cur- 
rent NYC theatre scene, Weekly NYC thea- 
tre newsletter, 8th yr. Digests ALL theatre 
reviews, comments, news. 


*Reviews of Broadway, Off Broadway, Summer 


Theatre, Theatre Books, Records, TV, Com- 
plete Ticket Guide. $25 per year. $6.50 per 
quarter. 
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